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IN SEARCH OF 
C.F. DOBSON 
 
C.F.Dobson’s record as a trials driver speaks for 
itself. He was the first driver to win a Marian’s 
Trophy, or ’Triple”. This alone is sufficient for his 
name to be remembered in MG circles, but in the 
following season, 1929, he won yet another 
”Triple’, again driving MGs. The ’Triple” has 
remained, since its introduction in 1928, the 
MCC’s most coveted award. The driver needs 
both skill and consistency to win one, because 
during the season he must preserve a clean sheet 
in all three of the major XICC trials - the Exeter, 
the Land’s End and the Edinburgh. To win one 
”Triple” is creditable. To win two in succession is 
outstanding. Dobson was the first MG driver to do 
both.  
Dobson was a versatile driver. 1n the events which 
counted towards his second ’Triple’, he drove the 
largest car in the MG range, the 2½ litre 18/80 Mk 
I, in the Exeter of December 1928, but switched to 
Midgets for the 1929 Land’s End and Edinburgh. 
The 1929 Land’s End was the first appearance of 
Midgets in competition and the ‘golds’ that 
Dobson and another M-type driver, Watson-
Bourne, won, give them the distinction of being 
the first drivers ever to win a premier award in a 
Midget. Kimber recalled the event sixteen years 
later in his paper, ‘Motor Racing’ and paid the 
following tribute: What really established the MG 
in the eyes of the sporting fraternity was the way 
the four 8hp Midgets entered in the 19’9 London-
Land’s End run, sailed up Beggar’s Roost in a 
procession, making faultless climbs und going on 
to win four gold medals. You must remember that 
in those days Beggar’s Roost failed the majority 
of entrants, especially in the lower powered 
range.’ (Kimber is wrong in one detail. Only the 
Midgets of Dobson and Watson-Bourne won 
’golds’; the other two won ’silvers’). Dobson’s 
record in MCC classic trials makes impressive 
reading:  
 
GOLD - 1927: Land’s End, Edinburgh. 1928: 
(Jan) Exeter, Land’s End, Edinburgh, (Dec) 
Exeter. 1929: Land’s End, Edinburgh. 1930: 
Land’s End. 
SILVER - 1929: (Dec) Exeter.  
BRONZE - 1926: Land’s End (Morris Cowley). 
RETIRED: 1923. Land’s End (ABC). (Dobson 
drove MGs, unless shown otherwise)  

 
To win eight Golds from eight starts, with six of 
them counting towards two successive ’Triples”, is 
a record or remarkable consistency. There is no 
hiding Dobson’s success. The results jump out as 
you as you sift through the pages of the motoring 
magazines of the day. However, what the 
magazines fail to tell you is anything about the 
man himself. ’Who was he? He has escaped us.  
 
The search for C.F. Dobson 
 
Despite his achievements, there is so little 
recorded about Dobson that, at the start of our 
researches, we did not even know his Christian 
name. All that we could glean was that he drove 
‘works’ owned MGs. That he drove ‘works’ cars 
suggested that he could have been either a 
motoring journalist or a member of the trade. 
During the research for Oxford to Abingdon, Phil 
Jennings asked Bill Boddy if he knew of a 
journalist, Dobson. Bill knew of none. That left us 
with the possibility that C.F. Dobson was a 
member of the trade. On reflection, this was a 
better bet. Journalists, such as S.C.H. Davis, 
usually drove a different make in each event. It 
gave them more varied copy. Dealers, however, 
generally kept to the make, which provided their 
bread and butter. This suggested that Dobson 
could be a Morris/MG dealer. The Morris/MG 
dealer who best fitted our surmise was Dobson of 
Staines. Indeed, this Dobson was in the original 
group of dealers, who were appointed MG agents 
in 1929.  
We stumbled on the next possible clue in Arnold 
Davey’s excellent book on Lagonda. He records 
that, in 1934, a Charles Dobson of Staines went 
into partnership with Lord de Clifford to offer 
special versions of the Lagonda Rapier. 
Handbooks still listed Dobson and De Clifford 
Ltd. as the Morris agents for Staines in 19~7 The 
present Lord De Clifford could tell Mike Dalby 
nothing of his father’s involvement with Lagonda, 
but we felt that at least we knew that the ’C’ in C.F 
Dobson stood for Charles.  
The Beaulieu library noted that there was an A. M, 
whom we later learnt was ’Tim”, but not a C.F. 
Dobson on the guest list for the 1966 Nuffield 
dinner. Then the Spelthorne Museum in Staines 
provided us with a most valuable lead. The curator 
sent us entries for Dobson’s Garage from Kelly’s 
and Herbert k Herbert trade directories for the 
period 1926 to 1937. The entries showed that 
Dobson’s had sold their premises at l24 Laleham 
Road, Staines to a T.A. Craig in 1930, but the  
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curator mentioned in his covering letter that a 
Craig’s Garage was still trading at the address. 
The present owners explained that the Craig 
family no longer owned the business, but they 
gave us the address of T A Craig’s granddaughter, 
Janet Harding. Mrs. Harding filled in some useful 
background, but what rather threw us was that she 
knew of Cyril Ivan, but not of Charles F Dobson. 
Subsequently, we were to discover that the initials 
C F stood for Cyril Fulford and therefore we had 
two Cyril Dobsons, but no Charles Dobson. 
 
And then we had another stroke of luck. We saw a 
letter in The Automobile in which Chris Wiblin 
mentioned that he was writing a book of Lagonda 
Rapiers. We contacted Chris. Chris put us in touch 
with the Dobson family. 
 
We had only been half right! The trials driver we 
were seeking, Cyril Fulford Dobson, was not in 
the motor trade. It was his father, Cyril Ivan and 
his brother, “Tim” (Alan Maxwell) who had been 
motor traders in Staines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cyril Fulford Dobson 
 
A writer of biographical notes for works such as 
Who was Who might have had the following file 
on C. F. Dobson. 
 
Dobson, Cyril Fulford Born: 1900 Elder son of 
Cyril Ivan and Eleanor Grace (nee Fulford), 
Education: Bedford School, Career: 1918 
Medically unfit for military service. Joined the 
Civil Service, Treasury department straight from 
school. World War II served as a civilian in the 
War Office at first at Cheltenham and then 
Droitwich. At the end of WWII, seconded to 
BAOR with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 
Served in the HQ at Bad Oynheusen and then 
posted to HQ British troops, Klagenfort as 
Command Secretary to negotiate the Austrian 
financial settlement. Retired in 1965. Marriage: 
1927 to Betty Bertha Bendelak-Hudson-Barmby. 
Two sons, the elder Michael, born 6 April 1931. 
Clubs: Motor Cycling Club (MCC) North-West 
London Motor Club. Recreations: Golf, 
swimming, motor sport. Died: 1974 
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Above: C. F. Dobson and his wife Betty on their way to winning a ‘gold’ in the 1929 London to Edinburgh 
trial. This particular 14/40 MG Featherweight Fabric Saloon (WL 3450), with bodywork by Gordon England, 
was nicknamed The Speckled Hen by the works. Morland of Abingdon named a beer after it. The car still 
survives. 
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To obtain a more complete and better 
understandable picture of C.F.D, it is necessary to 
delve more deeply into his family background. 
 
Cyril Ivan Dobson 
 
C.F D’s father, Cyril Ivan, was born in Old 
Windsor in 1880. He married Eleanor Grace 
Fulford of Trellick, Farm, Hartland, North Devon, 
who bore him two sons and three daughters. The 
older son was Cyril Fulford and the younger, 
christened Alan Maxwell, but always called 
“Tim”. Cyril Ivan set up in the motor trade in 
Staines in about 1907. By the early twenties, he 
was trading from 124 Laleham Road, Staines. The 
garage business flourished and in about l929 he 
sold 124 Laleham Road to Thomas Arthur Craig 
and moved to more central premises in Claence 
Street. In 1933 Dobson’s acquired further 
premises in bridge Street. His agency for the 
productions of W R Morris must have been most 
lucrative, but his agency for Lagonda appears to 
have been successful enough to tempt him into a 
Lagonda Rapier project in 1934 with Lord de 
Clifford. 
 
C. F. D took a keen interest in motoring, but saw it 
as a hobby, not a career. He joined the Civil 
Service and it was his younger brother, “Tim” who 
took over the garage. 
 
Mrs. C. F. Dobson 
 
C. F. D. met Betty Bendelak-Hudson-Barmby at 
Hartland when visiting his aunt. His marriage to 
Betty in 1927 appears to have been the spur to 
taking up trialing actively, since it was something 
that he and Betty could enjoy together. They 
started competing in trials soon after they met and 
stopped when their son, Michael, arrived in April 
1931. They had a second son in 1933. 
 
One memory they must have treasured was of the 
trial in which Betty did the driving and C. F. D. 
did the navigating. The event was the Women’s 
“Exeter” of October 1929, organised by the 
Women’s Automobile and Sports Association 
(WASA). At the conclusion of the run The 
Autocar noted: “Mrs. Dobson’s Midget, which 
had climbed so well on the hills, had developed a 
rather violent bother with the flywheel or clutch 
mechanism, the car finishing, but engagement of a 
gear producing horrible noises.” The car was a 
well-used ‘works’ demonstrator and so it is 
chivalrous to assume that Betty was not to blame.  
 

An Assessment of C. F. D. as trials driver 
 

C. F. D. probably gave up active competition in 
trials with little reluctance. It was time for a 
change. For one thing, Betty could no longer 
accompany him as readily as before, now that they 
had a family, and for another, some of the 
challenge had gone now that he was in the top 
rank as a trials driver. It was his nature to take up 
a challenge, work hard at it until he excelled and 
then move on to something new. He had taken up 
golf and persevered until he had become 
proficient. Then he had turned to swimming and 
again was not satisfied until he excelled. 
 
C. F. D. was a gifted driver, whose skill did not go 
unnoticed by members of the press. For example, 
the reporter from The Light Car and Cyclecar 
observed at West Stonesdale Hill in the London to 
Edinburgh trial of May 1929 that: “Amongst the 
light cars the three MG Midgets made a very good 
impression; if there was any distinction to be 
made in the manner in which they were handled 
one might be inclined to mention the driving of C. 
F. Dobson, but he had worthy team mates in G. 
Higginbottom and L. A. Welch.” And at Bluehills 
Mine on the Land’s End of April 1930 the reporter 
noted: “Dobson was an excellent example of how 
the corner should be tackled, taking it neatly on 
the inside without any fuss.” However, C. F. D. 
complemented his natural talent as a driver with 
an aptitude for figures and a willingness to pay 
close attention to detail. These were qualities that 
the accountant in Kimber would have liked. 
Calculating an average speed correctly or reading 
the regulations thoroughly might not win you an 
award, but failure to give these tasks proper 
attention could cost you one. 
 
After he gave up active competition, C. F. D. 
turned to helping with the organisation of events, 
such as the classic London-Gloucester trial, for the 
North West London motor Club. His main role 
was that of Clerk of the Course. 
 
It is hard to explain why Kimber lent C. F. D. 
‘works’ cars, when C. F. D. had driven in only two 
trials before 1927, and then without conspicuous 
success. Kimber’s freedom in his choice of drivers 
could have been restricted by the SMMT’s 
resolution of April 1926 that banned 
manufacturers and agents from participating in 
trials. C. F. D. may been from a family entrenched 
in the motor trade, but C. F. D. himself was a bona 
fide civil servant. (What is known about the 
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occupations of the other MG drivers of the time, 
such as Watson-Bourne, Higginbottom, Welch or 
Buckingham?) As a driver, C.F.D. is not 
remembered for spectacular performances, in 
which he risked all He is best renumbered for the 
consistency, almost the precision, with which he 
brought home premier awards. To have won two 
”Triples’ in succession remains a remarkable 
achievement  
(Acknowledgements: Many thanks to Donald 
Cowbourne and David Hutchison in addition to 
those mentioned in the text.) 

Mike Dalby & Robin Barraclough 
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